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Tank commander 


offers ‘living history 


World War II veteran to be 


honored at fundraiser tonight 


By JEFF BARKER 
The Baltimore Sun 


Just shy of his 99th birthday, World War II tank 
commander Vernon Foster vividly recalls hellish 
battles in France and Germany, being blasted in the 
face by shrapnel, logging 2,600 miles in the five-man 
Sherman tank named for his wife Dottie, and 


meeting President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 


But when he’s ask about being part of the 


“greatest generation” — former news anchor Tom 
Brokaw’s term for those who came of age during the 
Depression and fought in World War II — he’s 


momentarily at a loss. 


Going to war didn’t feel like sacrifice, Foster said 
in an interview days before Veterans Day, but rather 


like a reflex. 


about what Hitler had done. 


“It’s like if you’re going out to plant corn. You just 


See COMMANDER, page 14 


Out for a stroll on the ice 


“T guess I understand why they said it because 
there were so many of us in the military and we were 
volunteers,” said Foster, in a gravelly voice. “Most 
guys wanted to go because they had heard so much 


Vernon Foster served in 
France and Germany 
during World War II. 
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Foster, shown in August 


1945, met President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
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Juan Garcia holds onto his son, Artemio Garcia, 3, as he takes the boy skating for the first time. They live downtown and 
have been watching as the Pandora Ice Rink was installed at the Inner Harbor. They were on hand for the reopening 


Friday afternoon. The attraction will be open through Jan. 15. ARTICLE, NEWS PG 2 
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Balto Co. 
charter 
change 
pushed 


Executive branch 
benefits would get 
council oversight 


By PAMELA Woop 
The Baltimore Sun 


Baltimore County officials are consider- 
ing a change in the county charter that 
would give the County Council oversight of 
salaries and benefits for top executive 
branch employees — an issue that has been 
controversial for the administration of 
County Executive Kevin Kamenetz. 

Council members learned earlier this 
year that some appointed officials were 
eligible for severance payments upon 
leaving county government, even if they 
retired. Kamenetz eliminated the policy 
after it became public. 

The council also 
scaled back a program 
that allowed Kamenetz 
and a few county depart- 
ment heads to receive 
separate pensions and 
payouts for having served 
the county in multiple 
positions. 

Both programs came 
under criticism from 
some council members, 
who are now considering whether to 
require future executives to get council 
approval for compensation plans for ap- 
pointed employees. 

“There’s concern that the system is being 
abused,” said Councilman Todd Crandell, a 
Dundalk Republican. 

The change could come as a revision to 
the county charter, a legal document that 
spells out how the government conducts 
business. The last update to the charter was 
about 25 years ago, and this year a Charter 
Review Commission was set up to comb 
through the document and recommend 
See CHARTER, page 14 


Kamenetz 


APEC hears 
‘America First’ 
firsthand 


By NOAH BIERMAN 
Washington Bureau 


DA NANG, VIETNAM — President 
Donald Trump on Friday delivered a stern 
message to a group of Pacific Rim nations 
eager for signs of the United States’ 
continued engagement and economic lead- 
ership in the region: America First. 

“We are not going to let the United States 
be taken advantage of anymore,” Trump 
told an audience of business leaders assem- 
bled in Vietnam for the Asia-Pacific Econo- 
mic Cooperation summit, which annually 
gathers leaders from across the region and 
around the world to discuss trade and 
development. 

“I am always going to put America first 
the same way that I expect all of you in this 
room to put your countries first.” 

Though the president began with abun- 
dant praise, citing individual countries by 
name for their economic and social prog- 
ress, he soon segued to the kind of speech he 
See APEC, page 13 


MIKHAIL KLIMENTYEV/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 
President Donald Trump, left, shakes hands 
with Russia’s President Vladimir Putin at 
the APEC meeting in Vietnam.. 


SUMMARY 
OF THE NEWS 


MARYLAND 


ETHICS PROBE: The Baltimore County 
school board will meet in closed session to 
discuss possible ethics code violations 
related to the failure of the current and 
former superintendents to report consult- 
ing income, the board chairman said. 
NEWS PG2 


HELPING VETERANS: The Homeless 
Persons Representation Project has se- 
cured nearly $1 million in back pensions 
and disability benefits and about $50,000 
in ongoing monthly payments for people 
who served in the military. In 2013, it 
began helping to establish legal clinics at 
various locations. NEWS PG 2 


RETAILER IS SOLD: Baltimore-based 
Bambeco, a fast-growing online seller of 
sustainable home furnishings, has been 
sold to a Richmond, Va.,-based maker and 
distributor of home and garden goods 
after months spent seeking an investor to 
support future growth. NEWS PG7 


NATION 


GOP TAX PLAN: By slashing the corpo- 
rate tax rate, the Republicans’ tax propos- 
al could curtail the practice of companies 
moving headquarters overseas to reduce 
their tax bite. But the Republican propos- 
al could actually increase the incentive for 
companies to make investments and 
manufacture abroad. NEWS PG 8 


TODAY’S WEATHER 
MOSTLY SUNNY AND COLD 
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Some clouds, some sun SPORTS PG 10 
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AMY DAVIS/BALTIMORE SUN 
Shantay Guy of the Baltimore Community Mediation Center listens to consultant Sean 
Libberton, center, and Baltimore City Councilman John Bullock at a recent presentation. 


Mediation center gets 
role in police reform 


Group has experience 
working in Western District 


By JESSICA ANDERSON 
The Baltimore Sun 


From its plain brick headquarters on 
Greenmount Avenue in North Baltimore, a 
small nonprofit has long helped people 
resolve routine neighborhood or family 
disputes. Now the Baltimore Community 
Mediation Center has been asked to play a 
key role in the city’s police reform effort. 

The center is charged with working to 
improve the relationship between the 
community and the Police Department. It’s 
part of the independent monitoring team 
assembled by city and U.S. Justice Depart- 
ment officials to oversee changes, including 
more training for police and investments in 
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better technology, mandated in a federal 
consent decree. 

US. District Judge James K. Bredar, who 
approved the monitoring team last month, 
said in an order that the mediation center 
was asked to join the process “to ensure that 
the community’s voice is heard throughout 
the implementation of the Consent De- 
cree.” 

At its helm is Shantay Guy, who left a 
lucrative job as a technology project 
manager at T. Rowe Price to pursue 
mediation as a way to heal the community 
after the 2015 riots. 

Guy said she was driving home with her 
son near Druid Hill Park as rocks and other 
debris were thrown at police officers by 
upset young people, including something 
that struck her car. Her phone had been off 
and she was unaware that rioting had 
See MEDIATION, page 13 
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